The principal object of these experiments was to determine whether any evidence of hanging during life could be^ obtained from the impression left by the cord on the neck. Dr. Casper has derived his observations from medico-legal practice, as well as from experiments on rabbits and recently dead human subjects. The results at which he has arrived correspond with those of Orfila and Beaude, previously published in France. They completely refute the ancient notion, relative to the constant production of ecchymosis by the cord in the living; an error which, however, is still adopted and acted on by numerous modern medical practitioners. The other and even more serious mistake of the non-production of ecchymosis, being regarded as a certain proof of hanging after death, is also strikingly exposed. 
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The following remarkable case was communicated to the author by Dr 5. Six hours after death the double cord was tightly drawn around the neck of a female above the larynx. On the following morning it was removed, and the skin examined. There was no particular appearance, the part where the cord had been applied was scarcely distinguishable.
6. Twenty-four hours after death, the double cord was very tightly drawn around the neck of a man. On the following day, a slight double depression was perceptible: but there was no alteration of colour, nor any change in the skin either on the surface or beneath.
7. In a similar experiment, after the same period of time, the spot where the cord had been applied could scarcely be seen.
8. The last experiment was on the body of a child about a year and a half old. On the day after death, a small cord was tightly drawn and secured around the neck. Twenty-four hours afterwards, it was found that a small bluish-coloured mark had been produced by the constriction. This mark, although very A girl was delivered secretly of a child in a cellar. The body of this child was found some days afterwards, under suspicious circumstances. The account given by the mother, who was accused of the murder, was that she heard her child cry during delivery, but it soon died. She then covered its body lightly over with straw, and left the place. She returned to the cellar in about an hour; and having twisted a few straws into a band she tied this tightly round the neck of her child, in order, to use her own language, " to prevent it from awaking." On examining the child, it was found to be natural and well formed: and it had evidently respired. Apoplexy was assigned by the examiners as the cause of death, and they affirmed that this had most probably resulted from the child having been strangled by the band of straw found around its neck. The accused was condemned to be publicly whipped and to be confined for life.
An appeal was made from this sentence, and our author's opinion was called for. The medical witnesses had stated, in their evidence relative to the mark produced by the band, " that the depressions caused by each straw were clearly seen on the neck. These depressions were whiter than the rest of the surrounding skin; but the little folds or elevations of skin between the straws were red. On cutting into these red spots, it was found that in some of them the discoloration was owing to true ecchymosis in the cutis." The ecchymosis is stated to have been very slight: but still, from the appearance, the witnesses believed that the mark had been produced during life: in other words, that the child had been born alive and strangled by the mother.
Our author, after observing that no coagulated blood was found in the skin beneath the mark, and then neutralizing the effect of this observation by admitting that such an extravasation is seldom or ever met with in death from strangulation, proceeds to contend that the slight degree of ecchymosis, in the course of the mark in this case, might undoubtedly have resulted from the application of the straw-band soon after death, and while the body was yet warm. From the depositions, it appeared that the child could not have been dead more than an hour when the ligature was applied: for the prisoner confessed that she returned and put it round her child's neck, about an hour after her delivery. She We have one remark to make on the case with which Dr. Casper concludes his essay. We learn from the report of this case, that the ecchymosis produced by the ligature on the neck of the child was slight; and that it was only perceptible in the little elevated portions of skin corresponding to spaces between the folds of straw. Now this description of the appearances will apply to a mark produced during life, or, as allowed by Dr. Casper in this case, within an hour after death. We admit this latter position from facts with which we are acquainted, relative to the production of ecchymosis in the dead; but we do not find among the experiments performed by the author of this paper, any one which bears out the somewhat exclusive view which he took of the circumstances. In the two experiments where the subjects were hanged within an hour after death, there was not even the semblance of ecchymosis, while in the case of the child there was evident, although interrupted, subcutaneous effusion. We will, however, allow that the ligature might have been put round the neck of this child either living or dead. But which was the most probable circumstance, and whether it were more likely, that a strong ligature should have been thus tightly applied after death to prevent a child from
